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ICMPhotoMag Network:
A Continuous Learning Community for Developing Creativity and Nurturing Artistic Vision

Kaisa, Morag, and Stephanie have collaborated to bring this first-of-its-kind ICM membership community to the ICMPhotoMag project, borne 
out of their individual passions for ICM photography and for bringing ICM into the mainstream as a valid form of photographic expression.  The 
idea for this membership community came as a result of the Beginnings workshops, which has had an overwhelming positive response, as a 
way to make the workshop environment accessible to more people, but on a more relaxed timeline.  Offering this as a membership model also 
makes it more cost effective to the individual member.  Plus, there is a greater opportunity to interact and network with a larger, growing 
community of more serious ICM photographers.    

With Kaisa, Morag, and Stephanie leading the membership community, you will explore creative image making through connections and 
stories, on a journey of discovery and self-expression, in a friendly co-learning environment, with new themes, concepts, ideas, and exercises 
each month, along with downloadable content…all with the aim of helping you learn, grow, and evolve along your ICM journey, in a nurturing, 
continuous learning community.  

The community is based around the concept of helping you discover your own path to creativity and storytelling through ICM photography, but 
also in nurturing your artistic vision as it develops and evolves.  Another aspect of the power of this community also lies in its mutual 
interaction, collaborative sharing, and immersive discussions with the other members, as well as with the mentors.  

While there will certainly be a place for technical exercises and tutorials, the heart of this workshop is meant to encourage and nurture you as 
you tap more deeply into your own creativity, through concept-based exercises, above and beyond technical exercises. The primary value of 
this community lies in the members’-only content, live sessions, mentoring, inspiration, and encouragement, as well as interaction in a 
focused, stand-alone platform of like-minded creatives. There are also plenty of feedback opportunities, however, the intention of this 
community is not specifically feedback-driven or feedback-intensive, and the value comes more from the tools we provide.

You will develop a deeper understanding of your own photographic and artistic processes through immersion, reflection, and self-expression, 
as we explore ways to answer questions about how to use ICM photography to tell more meaningful stories and to bridge connections to both 
the inner landscape of the spirit, as well as to the outer landscape of the world in which we live.  

Using poetry, other writings, music, imagery, and concepts as prompts, these starting points will guide you on a journey of exploration, through 
the creation of new ICM work each month, and we encourage you to journal your progress, to help you build a meaningful, personal 
relationship with your ICM work, your creativity, and your artistic vision, as well as the opportunity to create project-based bodies of work 
around bi-monthly themes.



Membership in the ICMPhotoMag Network Includes
Each month you will receive:

 3 Leading ICM Photographers as Leaders of the Membership Community

 ICM Photographers Network – outside of Facebook on a stand-alone platform…create a profile, add photos, interact with other members, join specific 
topic/theme/concept-based learning groups, and participate in forum discussions and Q&As.

 Themes/Concepts – Exercises, concepts, themes, and ideas to work on each month, with downloadable members’ only content, to help learn, grow, and evolve with ICM

 Live Zoom Sessions – To present and discuss the themes…similar to what we do with our workshops - the live sessions are held to accommodate the US/Europe time 
zones and also an additional live session to accommodate the Australia/New Zealand time zones each month. The sessions are recorded for playback, so if you miss the 
live sessions, you will still have the benefit of watching a recorded version. 

 Live Feedback/Q&A Sessions – To provide feedback on a selection of member images and to answer any questions members have...same plan for time zones as with the 
live sessions above

 Additional Content Each Month – Videos, articles, podcasts, etc., by Kaisa, Morag, and Stephanie, as well as guest photographers, additional theme-based creative content 
to help inspire you along your journey, and more

 A collaborative, encouraging, learning community of like-minded photographers who are serious about ICM photography

 A deeper dive into your ICM image making to enhance your creativity, to develop your artistic vision, to learn the value of storytelling, and to find deeper personal 
connections through your imagery

 Practical application tips, prompts, and additional material to help facilitate the creative process of building a personal body of work

 Encouragement and nurturing to think conceptually about the aims of your image making in order to frame the deeper meaning of why you create the work you do



Kaisa Sirén

Kaisa Sirén lives and works at the Arctic Circle, in 
Finnish Lapland, and has been doing ICM since 
2004.  She was featured in the first issue of ICM 
Photography Magazine in June 2020 and runs a 
quarterly exercise for beginners in the magazine. 
Kaisa works full time as a freelance photographer 
and a photojournalist, doing ICM art in her free 
time.  She is currently working on three different 
series ~ Dancing My Nature, Seven Siblings, and 
Art Saves the Trees.  Kaisa also owns an art 
gallery, and one of the strengths she brings to 
mentoring is the art of storytelling.



Morag Paterson

Morag Paterson has been exploring ICM 
photography for fifteen years.  Her work explores the 
natural world, with a keen eye on how we as 
photographers and artists can discuss themes around 
environmental challenges and keep our carbon 
footprints low, by learning to embrace shooting local 
and making the most of our surroundings.  Morag 
has mentored many people over the years with both 
practical aspects of photography, such as curating 
and presenting work, exhibiting, marketing, etc., and 
also with developing creative vision and working 
collaboratively.



Stephanie Johnson

Stephanie Johnson is the founder and creator of ICM 
Photography Magazine and has focused primarily on 
ICM photography since early 2017. She is a very 
passionate advocate for encouraging others to ‘see 
things differently’ and for helping them find their 
artistic voice through less conventional methods, 
breaking down the traditional lines of visual 
communication and asking photographers to tap more 
into their inner lives to make more meaningful 
connections to the outer world with their imagery. 
Stephanie brings a mindful, contemplative, and artful 
approach to ICM photography and mentoring.



Member Dashboard

Easy access to pertinent 
areas of the community, 
including links to view 
the recordings for all live 
theme sessions and 
feedback/Q&A sessions.

All videos and playback 
recordings remain 
available throughout your 
membership.



Themes

A content grid page for easy access to all 
current and previous themed content.

All content remains open and available for the 
duration of your membership, and you are free 
to work on themes, both past and present, at 
your own leisure.  

It is not a requirement, however, to work on 
the themes.  Themes are provided for 
inspirational purposes, to help inspire new 
creative thinking and experimentation.

The content provided for each theme is easily 
transferrable to any topic or subject you might 
wish to explore.



Content Libraries

We offer a variety of non-
theme related content, as 
well, and we continually 
add new content as it 
becomes available.

All libraries remain open 
and available to you 
throughout the duration 
of your membership.



Personal Profiles

Similar to other social media platforms, all 
members will have a personal profile and 
are able to interact socially with other 
members of the community. 

Members may also join theme learning 
groups, share their own images, and join in 
forum discussions.

All of this is done in a safe, warm, and 
encouraging environment of like-minded 
ICM and creative photographers.  The 
platform is free from advertising, free from 
web tracking and algorithms, and free from 
distractions. 





A Piece of Content from the Tree Theme



A Piece of Content from the Blue Theme



A Piece of Content from the Urban/Architecture Theme



A Piece of Content from the Water Theme



A Piece of Content from the Environmental Theme



Take a word from your native language and translate it into another language which you 
have no knowledge of.  Then, start to repeat the foreign word and see what kinds of 
images begin to form in your mind.  Repetition helps brings about creativity in the brain.

Repeat these new words while listening to the music of Arvo Pärt.

Examples:

Aamu Dawn
Aisti Sense
Ajallaan In Its Time, or Just in Time, or On Time
Ajatella To Think
Avanto Opening

Arvo Pärt ~ Estonian Composer (1935) 

Click the Images to Listen to the Music on YouTube

https://www.arvopart.ee/en/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzIZPZN5K60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4RmJaP683A


Merlin Sheldrake ~ English Biologist and Writer

Use the quotes from Merlin Sheldrake’s book, Entangled Life, to help lure you out of your 
well-worn patterns of thought about your ICM work and give yourself permission to free 
your imagination. 

Consider the concept of how perceptions are formed by expectation.
 Experiment with looking at familiar objects without preconceived expectations.  Did 

this change how you saw these objects?
 How can the release of expectations help you to create more emotive and meaningful 

ICM work, especially with familiar, mundane, or even unattractive subjects? 

Journal about your experience.  How did giving yourself permission to free your 
imagination help you to press against the limits of your own understanding and to see 
possibilities where they might not have existed before?

“The magic tricks were changing the way 
people experienced the world.  David 
(Abram) explained to me why he thought 
this happened.  Our perceptions work in 
large part by expectation.  It takes less 
cognitive effort to make sense of the world 
using preconceived images updated with a 
small amount of new sensory information 
than to constantly form entirely new 
perceptions from scratch.  It is our 
preconceptions that create the blind spots 
in which magicians do their work.  By 
attrition, coin tricks loosen the grip of our 
expectations about the way hands and coins 
work. On leaving the restaurant, the sky 
looked different because the diners saw the 
sky as it was there and then, rather than as 
they expected it to be. Tricked out of our 
expectations, we fall back on our senses. 
What’s astonishing is the gulf between what 
we expect to find, and what we find when 
we actually look.”

"I wanted to understand fungi, not by 
reducing them to ticking, spinning, bleeping 
mechanisms, as we so often do.  Rather, I 
wanted to let these organisms lure me out 
of my well-worn patterns of thought, to 
imagine the possibilities they face, to let 
them press against the limits of my 
understanding, to give myself permission to 
be amazed – and confused – by their 
entangled lives.”

https://www.merlinsheldrake.com/


Consider the abstract style of color field painting.
 How might you use color as an instrument to express your artistic 

vision?
 In what ways can the use of color fields in your ICMs help you to reflect 

feeling and emotion? 

As you study works by some color field painters, such as Rothko, find a 
deeper connection that will allow you to create new ICM work that reveals 
the balance of energy, the harmony of color, and the emotions you 
experience in the environments you choose to create in.

Journal about your experience.  Allow your thoughts, feelings, and 
emotions to flow through your writing, as a way to connect your image 
making more deeply to your experiences in your chosen environment.  
What did you discover, or what was revealed to you?

Mark Rothko ~ American Painter (1903-1970) 



Be part of this meaningful ICM photography community, to 
enhance your creativity and nurture your artistic vision.





ICMPhotoMag Network

To learn more or to join us now, please visit:

www.icmphotomag.network

http://www.icmphotomag.network/
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